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DQ�,WDOLDQ�+LJK�6FKRRO��WKH�6FLHQWLÀF�/LFHR�$PHGHR�
Avogadro of Vercelli, for Avogadro’s 1811 Paper
7HUHVD�&HOHVWLQR��6FKRRO�RI�$GYDQFHG�6WXGLHV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DPHULQR��YLD�6DQW·$JRVWLQR����
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2Q�2FWREHU�����������WKH�6FLHQWLÀF�/LFHR�$PHGHR�
$YRJDGUR��$PHGHR�$YRJDGUR�+LJK�6FKRRO�RI�6FLHQFH��RI�
9HUFHOOL��DQ�,WDOLDQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�ORFDWHG�LQ�9HUFHOOL��DERXW�
PLGZD\�EHWZHHQ�7RULQR�DQG�0LODQR���UHFHLYHG�D�&LWDWLRQ�
IRU�&KHPLFDO�%UHDNWKURXJK��&&%��DZDUG�IURP�WKH�$&6�
'LYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�+LVWRU\�RI�&KHPLVWU\��+,67���7KLV�DZDUG�
KRQRUV�SXEOLFDWLRQV��SDWHQWV�DQG�ERRNV�
WKDW�ZHUH�EUHDNWKURXJKV�LQ�FKHPLVWU\�
DQG�WKH�PROHFXODU�VFLHQFHV��7KH�WHUP�
´EUHDNWKURXJKµ�UHIHUV�WR�DGYDQFHV�WKDW�
KDYH� EHHQ� UHYROXWLRQDU\� LQ� FRQFHSW��
EURDG� LQ� VFRSH�� DQG� ORQJ�WHUP� LQ�
LPSDFW� �����$V�+,67·V�RQO\�PHPEHU�
ZKR�UHVLGHV�LQ�,WDO\��LW�ZDV�P\�KRQRU�
DQG� SULYLOHJH� WR� UHSUHVHQW� +,67�
DQG�SUHVHQW� WKH� DZDUG�SODTXH� WR� WKH�
6FLHQWLÀF�/LFHR�$PHGHR�$YRJDGUR�

+,67� DQQXDOO\� FRQIHUV� &&%�
DZDUGV� WR� LQVWLWXWLRQV� IURP�ZKLFK�
WKHVH�EUHDNWKURXJK�SXEOLFDWLRQV�ZHUH�
VXEPLWWHG� DQG� SXEOLVKHG��7KH� ILUVW�
&&%�DZDUGV�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�������
DQG�WKH������DZDUGHHV�ZHUH�UHFHQWO\�
QDPHG�� 7KH� DZDUG� FRQVLVWV� RI� DQ�
DWWUDFWLYH�SODTXH�� JHQHUDOO\� GHSLFWLQJ�
WKH�FRYHU�RI�WKH�ERRN�RU�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�SDJH�RI�WKH�
DZDUG�SDSHU��0RUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW� WKH�&&%�DZDUG�
LQFOXGLQJ� SKRWRJUDSKV� RI� DOO� WKH� DZDUG� SODTXHV� DQG�
YDULRXV� DZDUG� FHUHPRQLHV� FDQ�EH� IRXQG�RQ� WKH�+,67�
ZHEVLWH�����

$PRQJ�WKH������DZDUGHHV�LV�$PHGHR�$YRJDGUR·V�
����� SDSHU�� “(VVDL� G·XQH�PDQLqUH� GH� GpWHUPLQHU�
OHV�PDVVHV� UHODWLYHV� GHV�PROpFXOHV� GHV� FRUSV�� HW� OHV�
SURSRUWLRQV� VHORQ� OHVTXHOOHV� HOOHV� HQWUHQW� GDQV� FHV�
FRPELQDLVRQVµ������,Q�WKLV�SDSHU��$YRJDGUR�IRUPXODWHG�
WKH� IDPRXV� ODZ�EHDULQJ� KLV� QDPH��(TXDO� YROXPHV� RI�

JDVHV� DW� WKH� VDPH� WHPSHUDWXUH� DQG�
SUHVVXUH�FRQWDLQ�WKH�VDPH�QXPEHU�RI�
PROHFXOHV��7KLV� SDSHU� UHSUHVHQWV� D�
EUHDNWKURXJK�SXEOLFDWLRQ� EHFDXVH� LW�
HOXFLGDWHG�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DWRPV�
DQG�PROHFXOHV��7KLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�ODLG�
RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�IRXQGDWLRQV�
RI�FKHPLVWU\�

+,67�GHFLGHG�WR�JLYH�WKH�DZDUG�
DQG� SODTXH� �)LJXUH� ��� WR� DQ� ,WDOLDQ�
KLJK� VFKRRO�� WKH� 6FLHQWLILF� /LFHR�
$PHGHR� $YRJDGUR� RI� 9HUFHOOL��
,Q� IDFW��$YRJDGUR� FRQFHLYHG� WKH�
IDPRXV� ODZ�ZKLOH� KH�ZDV� WHDFKLQJ�
´3RVLWLYH�3KLORVRSK\µ� �3K\VLFV� DQG�
0DWKHPDWLFV�� LQ� WKLV� LQVWLWXWLRQ��
�$FWXDOO\�$YRJDGUR�KDG�EHHQ�WHDFKLQJ�
LQ�D�EXLOGLQJ�QRW�D�ORQJ�ZD\�DZD\�IURP�
WKH� SODFH�ZKHUH� WKH� KLJK� VFKRRO� KDV�

EHHQ�VLQFH��������6R�� IRU� WKH�YHU\�ÀUVW� WLPH� WKH�&&%�
DZDUG�KDV�EHHQ�SUHVHQWHG�WR�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�

7KH�$YRJDGUR�&&%�DZDUG�FHUHPRQ\�ZDV�SUHFHGHG�
E\�D�VKRUW�EXW�KLJKO\�LQIRUPDWLYH�DQG�YHU\�ZHOO�DWWHQGHG�

Figure 1. The CCB award plaque for 

Avogadro’s 1811 paper
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V\PSRVLXP��7KH�PHHWLQJ�KRQRULQJ� WKH� JUHDW� VFLHQWLVW�
WRRN� SODFH� LQ� WKH�+LJK� 6FKRRO�+DOO� RQ�2FWREHU� ����
������IROORZHG�E\�WKH�SODTXH�H[SRVLWLRQ�FHUHPRQ\��7KH�
SURJUDP��)LJXUH����VKRZV�WKH�FHUHPRQ\�VFKHGXOH��WKH�OLVW�
RI�VSHDNHUV�DQG�WKH�WLWOHV�RI�WKHLU�FRQWULEXWLRQV�

Figure 2. Program of the presentation ceremony for 

Avogadro’s 1811 paper

7KH� RSHQLQJ� VSHHFK� E\� WKH� 3URIHVVRU� 3DROR�
*DUEDULQR��&KDQFHOORU�RI�$PHGHR�$YRJDGUR�8QLYHUVLW\�
RI�3LHPRQWH�2ULHQWDOH�� IRFXVHG� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI� WKH�
JUHDW�ÀJXUHV�RI�KLVWRU\�RI�VFLHQFH��8QGRXEWHGO\�$YRJDGUR�
LV� D�QDWLRQDO�JORU\�� OLNH�*DOLOHR��9ROWD�RU�6SDOODQ]DQL��
,Q� ����� WKH�$FDGHP\� RI� 6FLHQFHV� RI�7XULQ� DQG� WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3LHPRQWH�2ULHQWDOH�RUJDQL]HG�D�FRQIHUHQFH�
IRU� WKH� ���WK� DQQLYHUVDU\� RI� KLV� GHDWK��7KH� VSHDNHUV�
KLJKOLJKWHG�DQG�DQDO\]HG�YDULRXV�XQSXEOLVKHG�DQG�OLWWOH�
NQRZQ�SDSHUV�RI�WKLV�HPLQHQW�VFLHQWLVW�����

7KH�VSHHFK�RI�WKH�+HDGPDVWHU��$GDOEHUWR�&RGHWWD�
5DLWHUL��GHVFULEHG�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�DQG�KXPDQ�DGYHQWXUH�RI�
$YRJDGUR��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�FRQWH[W�
GXULQJ�KLV�OLIH��$YRJDGUR·V�FDUHHU�GHYHORSHG�LQ�D�FUXFLDO�
SKDVH�RI�,WDOLDQ�KLVWRU\��RYHU�WKH�DJH�RI�(QOLJKWHQPHQW��
WKH�1DSROHRQLF�HUD��WKH�5HVWRUDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�5LVRUJLPHQWR�
�����7KH�SDVVLRQ�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�$PHGHR�IRU�SK\VLFV�DQG�
FKHPLVWU\�OHG�KLP�DZD\�IURP�D�ORQJ�IDPLO\�WUDGLWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�ÀHOG�RI�ODZ��JLYLQJ�XS�DQ�HDVLHU�DQG�SUHVWLJLRXV�FDUHHU�

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�HQFRXQWHU�EHWZHHQ�$YRJDGUR�DQG�
WKH�,WDOLDQ�VFLHQWLÀF�FRPPXQLW\�ZDV�TXLWH�SUREOHPDWLF��
KLV�ÀUVW�SDSHUV�ZHUH�UHMHFWHG�E\�WKH�$FDGHP\�RI�6FLHQFHV�
RI�7XULQ��0RUHRYHU�� WKH� SROLWLFDO� VLWXDWLRQ� SUHYHQWHG�
KLP�IRU�\HDUV�IURP�JDLQLQJ�DQ�DFDGHPLF�SRVLWLRQ��VR�KH�
WDXJKW�IURP������WR������DW�WKH�+LJK�6FKRRO�RI�9HUFHOOL��
LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�1DSROHRQLF�HUD��'HVSLWH�WKH�SRVLWLYH�
LPSUHVVLRQ� RI� WKH�1DSROHRQLF� JRYHUQPHQW� LQ� VFLHQFH�
SROLF\�� WKH�5HVWRUDWLRQ� SHQDOL]HG� HVSHFLDOO\� SK\VLFV�
DQG�FKHPLVWU\��GLVFLSOLQHV�WKDW�SOD\HG�D�OHDGLQJ�UROH�LQ�
WKH� LQGXVWULDO� UHYROXWLRQ�� DQG� WKXV�� GLVFLSOLQHV�PDLQO\�

UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLDO�GLVRUGHU�DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�FRQVHUYDWLYHV��

$YRJDGUR�ZDV�DFFXVHG�RI�OLEHUDO�LGHDV�DQG�ORVW�KLV�
SURIHVVRUVKLS�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7XULQ�LQ�������MXVW�RQH�

\HDU�DIWHU�REWDLQLQJ�WKDW�SRVLWLRQ��+H�UHJDLQHG�
KLV� SRVLWLRQ� DW� WKH� VDPH�8QLYHUVLW\� RQO\� LQ�
����� �����7KXV��$YRJDGUR·V� OLIH�� DFFRUGLQJ�
WR� WKH�+HDGPDVWHU�� LV� DQ� H[DPSOH� IRU� \RXQJ�
SHRSOH��GHVSLWH�KLV�JHQLXV�$YRJDGUR�PHW�VHYHUDO�
REVWDFOHV� LQ� KLV� FDUHHU�� EXW� KH� QHYHU� VWRSSHG�
KLV�UHVHDUFK�ZRUN��(YHQ�KLV�VFLHQWLÀF�ODZ�ZDV�
GHÀQLWLYHO\� DFFHSWHG� RQO\�PDQ\� \HDUV� DIWHU�
LWV� IRUPXODWLRQ�� 6R� WKH�+HDGPDVWHU� LQYLWHG�
WKH�VWXGHQWV�WR�IROORZ�WKHLU�RZQ�SDVVLRQV�DQG�
GUHDPV��WDNLQJ�WKH�VFLHQWLVW·V�YLFLVVLWXGHV�LQWR�
DFFRXQW�

'XULQJ�P\�VSHHFK��,�H[SODLQHG�WKH�SXUSRVH�
RI� WKH�&&%�DZDUG� DQG� WKH�PHFKDQLVP�E\�ZKLFK� LW� LV�
FRQIHUUHG�HYHU\�\HDU��)LQDOO\��,�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI� WKH� KLVWRULFDO� DSSURDFK� LQ� FKHPLVWU\� WHDFKLQJ��
DQG� ,� LOOXVWUDWHG� WKHVH� SULQFLSOHV� E\� GHVFULELQJ� VRPH�
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�$YRJDGUR·V�SDSHU��0\�VSHHFK�ZDV�
IROORZHG�E\�WKH�SODTXH�H[SRVLWLRQ�

7KDQNV� WR� DUFKLYDO� UHVHDUFK�� QRZ�ZH�NQRZ�D� ORW�
DERXW�$YRJDGUR·V�VFLHQWLÀF�DFWLYLWLHV��EXW� WKHUH� LV�VWLOO�
PXFK�WR�GLVFRYHU��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��DV�,�SRLQWHG�RXW�LQ�P\�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�� LQ� ,WDO\� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� VSHFLÀF� VFLHQWLÀF�
GLVFLSOLQHV� �IRU� H[DPSOH�� SK\VLFV�� ELRORJ\�� JHRORJ\��
LV� QRW� DGHTXDWHO\� YDOXHG� DQG� VXSSRUWHG�� GHVSLWH� WKH�
JUHDW� LQWHOOHFWXDO� UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��
WHDFKLQJ�RI�JHQHUDO�KLVWRU\�RI�VFLHQFH�LV�PRUH�FRPPRQ�
DW�XQLYHUVLW\�OHYHO��&XOWLYDWLQJ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�D�VSHFLÀF�
EUDQFK�RI�VFLHQFH�VXFK�DV�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�FKHPLVWU\�LV�DOVR�
LPSRUWDQW�IRU�LWV�LPSDFW�RQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�WHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��
,QLWLDWLYHV�VXFK�WKLV�FHOHEUDWLRQ�SURPRWHG�E\�+,67�LQ�D�
VFKRRO�HQYLURQPHQW�FRQWULEXWH�WR�UHNLQGOLQJ�VWXGHQWV·�DQG�
WHDFKHUV·�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�JUHDW�,WDOLDQ�KLVWRULFDO�VFLHQWLÀF�
KHULWDJH��7KH�DZDUG�SODTXH��KXQJ�LQ�D�SURPLQHQW�ORFDWLRQ�
QHDU�WKH�IURQW�GRRU�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�$YRJDGUR·V�EXVW��)LJXUH�
����ZLOO� EH� D� FRQVWDQW� UHPLQGHU� RI� WKHVH� SULQFLSOHV�� D 
VPDOO�VWHS� WRZDUGV� WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�D�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�
RI�FKHPLVWV�DZDUH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�FXOWXUDO�YDOXH�RI�VFLHQFH�

6WXGHQWV� LQ� WKHLU� ODVW�\HDU�RI�VFKRRO�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�
LQ�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�DW� WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�DQG�VHHPHG�WR�EH�
YHU\� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� WKH� FHUHPRQ\��7KH� HYHQW�ZDV� EHHQ�
ZLGHO\�UHSRUWHG�E\�VHYHUDO�PHGLD��MRXUQDOLVWV�EHORQJLQJ�
WR�ORFDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�QHZVSDSHUV�ZURWH�DUWLFOHV�IRFXVLQJ�
RQ�WKH�UHDVRQV�RI�WKH�DZDUG�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�VFKRRO�E\�+,67��
7KH�FHUHPRQ\�KDG�JUHDW�HPRWLRQDO�LPSDFW�RQ�WHDFKHUV��
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VWXGHQWV��VSHDNHUV�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI� WKH�FLYLO�DQG�
PLOLWDU\� DXWKRULWLHV��$� VKRUW� YLGHR�RI� WKH� FHUHPRQ\� LV�
DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�LQWHUQHW��7��DV�ZHOO�DV�VRPH�SKRWRV��8).

Figure 3. Avogadro’s bust near the award plaque 

surrounded by the students. 

7KH�/LFHR�RI�9HUFHOOL�WRR�KRQRUHG�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�
WKH� JUHDW� VFLHQWLVW��2Q�2FWREHU� ����� WKH� KLJK� VFKRRO�
FHOHEUDWHG� WKH����th�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI� WKH� IRUPXODWLRQ�RI�
$YRJDGUR·V�ODZ��UHPLQGLQJ�WKH�WRZQ�RI�9HUFHOOL�RI�WKLV�
JORULRXV�SDJH�RI�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�VFLHQFH��2Q�WKDW�RFFDVLRQ 
WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�PDGH�D�GRFXPHQWDU\�H[KLELWLRQ�HQWLWOHG�
´$PHGHR�$YRJDGUR�LQ�KLV�$JH��LQ�KLV�7RZQµ�LQYROYLQJ�
GHYRWHG� WHDFKHUV� DQG� VWXGHQWV��7KH� WRZQ·V�PDLQ�FLYLF�
LQVWLWXWLRQV� FRQWULEXWHG� LQ� FDUU\LQJ� RXW� WKH� SURMHFW��
DQG�RWKHU�VFKRROV�RI� WKH�WRZQ�ZHUH�LQYROYHG�WRR��7KH�
H[KLELWLRQ��SUHVHQWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�DZDUG�FHUHPRQ\��LV�QRZ�
RQ�D�ZHEVLWH�FUHDWHG�E\�WHDFKHUV�DQG�VWXGHQWV��9). 7KH�
H[KLELWLRQ�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�WHDFKHU��0U��)UDQFHVFR�
%UXJQHWWD��ZKLOH� VRPH� VWXGHQWV�� FRRUGLQDWHG� E\� WKHLU�
VFLHQFH�WHDFKHU��UHPLQGHG�WKH�DXGLHQFH�VRPH�KLJKOLJKWV�
RI�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�KLVWRU\�RI�FKHPLVWU\�

,Q�VXPPDU\��+,67·V�&&%�DZDUG�SURJUDP�KDV��TXLWH�
DSSURSULDWHO\�� UHDFKHG� RXW� DQG� WRXFKHG� VFLHQWLVWV� DQG�
VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�WKRXVDQGV�RI�PLOHV�
IURP�$&6�KHDGTXDUWHUV� LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��6R�PXFK�
JUHDW�FKHPLVWU\�ZDV�GRQH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�GLVWDQW�IURP�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��HYHQ�D�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�SULRU�WR�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�$&6��7KH�6FLHQWLÀF�/LFHR�$PHGHR�$YRJDGUR�LV�
SURXG�WR�UHFHLYH�WKLV�KRQRU��DQG�,�DP�SURXG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�
SDUW�RI�WKH�DZDUG�FHUHPRQ\�
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